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Christ knows how to give. He welcomes the crowd and trusts himself to the economy of gift which 

characterises God, which in a very profound way is God – like a sun forever on fire. We too are part 

of this economy of gift or become so at baptism when the Holy Spirit takes full possession of our 

lives and makes us worthy both to give and to receive – indeed it’s all gift to the point where the 

distinction between giving and receiving becomes blurred and indistinct; who is giving and who is 

receiving become one. We can see something of this reciprocity in the words of the hymn to Our 

Lady based on the beginning of Dante’s ‘Paradiso’  

 

 ‘Mary virgin mother, Daughter of your Son’ 

 

or in the words of Ephrem the Syrian 

 

‘the child I carry carries me, says Mary.’ 

 

And this brings us to our eucharist here – who is offering who? We might think we are doing 

something for God here, or worse something simply for ourselves – turning up in order to receive 

another instalment of grace, but what is really happening is that, like Mary, we are being taken up 

into the movement of Christ’s self offering to God – and this is both wondrous and costly: 

wondrous because we become participants in the life of God and costly because this life is 

essentially sacrificial, an economy of self- gift. What makes it possible is that Christ has done for us 

what we cannot do for ourselves – the cross and that feeding of the five thousand which his 

disciples had no way of achieving apart from Christ. This is what we remember and acknowledge 

now as we dare to approach the altar as both priest and victim, or in the words of T.F. Torrance 

 

 ‘as High Priest of our souls, Jesus Christ presides through the Spirit 

 in all our liturgical acts in his name, in such a way that, while he is  

 offered by us in prayer to the Father, in reality it is he who offers us 

 to the Father in the identity of himself as Offerer and Offering.’ 

 

 ( quoted in Eucharistic Sacrifice – the Roots of a Metaphor by Rowan  

  Williams 1982) 
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